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SUMMARY OF MEETING

On December 5, 1995, the Commission staff met with the major manufacturers and
operators of Soft Contained Play Equipment (SCPE) to discuss the safety aspects of SCPEs
present the findings of a review of the data and observations of sites around the country.
Enclosed is a copy of the presentation slides. I emphasized that the staff believed that this
type of equipment was a safe alternative to traditional playgrounds. Most injuries in
traditional outdoor playgrounds are due to falls from the equipment and SCPE has



characteristics such as containment and padding that can prevent falls and minimize fall
injuries.

The CPSC staff investigated 16 incidents associated with SCPE and treated in hospital
emergency rooms from January 1, 1995, through May 9, 1995. The majority of the victims
were males, age 5 and under. Minor injuries such a sprains, strains, contusions and
abrasions were reported most frequently, followed by fractures and dislocations. The staff
was aware of one death in SCPE at a restaurant establishment. According to the
investigation report, a 13 year-old male was lying underneath the balls and asked other
teenagers to slide down on top of him. He was found unconscious under the balls and taken
to the hospital where he was declared dead a short time later,

The staff visited 13 centers around the country concluded that the equipment was
designed to minimize the fall hazard. Staff concluded that supervision and maintenance is
necessary to ensure safety. Some concerns were mixing smaller younger children with the
older larger children, and equipment located in ball pools.

I reported that the staff observed that children liked to bury themselves under the balls
in a ball pool. Staff was concerned that if a child is playing in the balls at the base of the
mountain climb or slide, he/she could be injured by another child jumping or sliding on top
of the children below.

One major soft play operator indicated that they were taking steps to remove the
straps from the mountain climb and to reconfigure the slide exits so that they are separated
from the ball pools.

There was discussion to develop a video news release (VNR) to inform consumers of
the safety benefits of this type of equipment. Several participants expressed interest in
working with the CPSC to develop a VNR.
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